
 
 

education  

PhD in Writing and Rhetoric (May 2020) 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 
Advisor: Trixie Smith, PhD 

 
MA in Rhetoric and Composition (May 2014) 
Ohio University, Athens, OH  
Advisor: Talinn Phillips, PhD 
 
BA in English, Writing Emphasis (May 2010) 
Whitworth University, Spokane, WA  

 

academic appointments 

Writing Center Research Assistant, Michigan State University, Aug 2019-Present 
GenCen Teaching Fellow, Michigan State University, May 2019-Aug 2019 
Interim Co-Assistant Writing Center Director, Michigan State University, Aug 2018- May 2019 
Graduate Teaching Assistant, Michigan State University, Aug 2017-July 2019 
Writing Center Graduate Coordinator, Michigan State University, Aug 2015-Aug 2017 
Writing Center Consultant, Michigan State University, Aug 2015-Aug 2018 
Graduate Writing Group Facilitator, Michigan State University, Sep 2015-Present 
Multicultural Apprenticeship Program, Michigan State University, June 2016- July 2016 
Satellite Writing Center Coordinator, Michigan State University, Aug 2015-Aug 2016 
Adjunct Professor, University of Rio Grande English Department, May 2014-Aug 2016 
Visiting Professor, University of Rio Grande English Department, Jan 2015- May 2015 
Adjunct Professor, Ohio University English Department, Aug 2014-Dec 2014 
Adjunct Professor, Ohio University Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Aug 2014-Dec 2014 
Graduate Teaching Assistant, Ohio University English Department, Aug 2013-May 2014 
Student Writing Center Tutor, Ohio University Student Writing Center, Jan 2013-May 2015 
Writing Center Tutor, Ohio University English Language Improvement Program, Jan 2013-May 
2014 
Student Writing Center Consultant, Whitworth University, Sept 2007-May 2010 
 

refereed journal articles 
 

Lauren Brentnell, Elise Dixon, Jerrice Donnelson, Kate Firestone, and Rachel Robinson. "Big 
Happy Family: Constellating Writing Center Stories." The Peer Review Journal 3 (2018). 

 
Dixon, Elise. "Uncomfortably Queer: Everyday Moments in the Writing Center." The Peer Review 
Journal 2 (2017).  
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Dixon, Elise. "Strategy-Centered or Student-Centered?: A Meditation on Conflation." Writing Lab 
Newsletter 42.3-4 (2017): 7-14.  

 
Brentnell, Lauren, Elise Dixon, and Rachel Robinson. “The Hidden and Invisible: Vulnerability in 
Writing Center Work.” Writing Lab Newsletter Wellness & Self-Care Digital Issue. Accepted.  

 
Dixon, Elise. Multiple Poems and Creative Nonfiction Pieces. Script (2009-2010).   
 

book chapters 
 
Dixon, Elise. "Military Wives as Rhetorical Insurgents: Resisting Assimilation as Force Multipliers. 
"#RhetOps. Bill Hart-Davidson and Jim Ridolfo, eds. (2019).   

 
Dixon, Elise. "Becoming Whole: Balancing Dual Identities as a Graduate Student Marine Wife. 
"Navigating Life with a Graduate Degree as a Military Spouse: Challenges, Lessons Learned, and Future 
Directions. Leandra Hernandez and Jennifer Belding, eds. (2019).  
 
Brentnell, Lauren, Elise Dixon, and Rachel Robinson. “Crybabies in the Writing Center: Storying 
Affect and Emotion.” Affect and Emotion in the Writing Center. Janine Morris and Kelly Concannon, 
eds. Book chapter. Accepted.   
 
Dixon, Elise and Rachel Robinson. “Writing in the Background: Storying Professional and Bodily 
Liminality.” An Illness of Her Own: Women and their Writing Processes and Products.” Rachel N. Spear, ed. 
Book chapter. Accepted.  

 
Dixon, Elise and Cassie Brownell. "(Graduate) Friends with Benefits: Writing Relationships in the 
Center." #Redefining Roles: The Professional, Faculty, and Graduate Consultant's Guide to Writing Centers. 
Megan Jewell and Joseph Cheatle, eds. Book chapter. Accepted.   

 

special issues  
 

Robinson, Rachel and Elise Dixon, eds. "Redefining 'Welcome.'" Special Issue of The Peer Review 
Journal 3 (2019). 
 

non-refereed publications  
 
Dixon, Elise. “Queer Continuum.” Cultural Heritage Informatics Initiative. Website. 15 May 2018.  
 
Dixon, Elise. "Teaching Queerly: Beginning from Desire and Non-Normativity." Inside Teaching 
MSU Blog. Inside Teaching MSU. 11 May 2017.  
 
Dixon, Elise. "The Woman Adjunct." Center for the Study of Academic Labor Blog. CSAL. 29 
Feb 2016.  
 
Dixon, Elise. "When Non-Directive Tutoring Fails." MSU Writing Center Blog. MSU Writing 
Center. 29 Oct. 2015. 
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Dixon, Elise. Contributing Writer.  Ohio University Composition Committee. Readings on Writing. 
2nd Ed. Cincinnati: Van-Griner, 2013. Print. Contributor.  
 

reviews 
 

Dixon, Elise. "Book Review: Grunt by Mary Roach." The Journal of Veteran Studies 1.1 (Summer 
2016).  

 

presentations 
international 

Dixon, Elise. “Making and Un-Making in the Writing Center: What the Lesbian Avengers Taught 
Me.” International Writing Centers Association Conference. Columbus, OH. 16 Oct 2019. 
Conference Presentation.  
 
Baldwin, Dianna, Elise Dixon, Wilfredo Flores, Rae Oviatt, Rachel Robinson, and Trixie Smith. 
"Everyone Has a Story to Tell: Come Tell Us Yours." International Writing Centers Association 
Conference. Atlanta, GA. 11 Oct 2018. Workshop.  
 
Dixon, Elise and Everardo Cuevas. "Creating Time: Visibilizing Possibilities in Online Writing 
Center Platforms." International Writing Centers Association Conference. Chicago, Il. 10 Nov 
2017. Conference Presentation.  
 
Dixon, Elise and Everardo Cuevas. "Keeping Up with Technology: Developing a Heuristic for 
Online Writing Center Studies." International Writing Centers Association Conference. Denver 
Marriott City Center, Denver, CO. 14 Oct 2016. Conference Presentation. 
 
Dixon, Elise. "The (R)evolutionary Space Between: Considering the Conflation of Non-
Directivity and Student-Centeredness." International Writing Centers Association Conference. 
Wyndham Grand Hotel, Pittsburgh, PA. 8 Oct. 2015. Conference Presentation.  
 

national 

Rachel Robinson, Grace Pregent and Elise Dixon. "Making Things Personal: Hospitality as a 
Way to the Table.” Rhetoric Society of America. Portland, OR. 23 May 2020. Conference Panel.  
 
Brentnell, Lauren, Tania DeSostoa-McCue, Elise Dixon, Hannah Espinoza, Kate Firestone, Bree 
Gannon. “Cultural Rhetorics in Six Flavors.” Conference on College Composition and 
Communication. Milwaukee, WI. 26 March 2019. Conference Panel. 

 
Cox, Dan, Michael Anthony DeAnda, Elise Dixon, and Cody Mejeur. “Writing Queerness into 
Games and Gaming Culture.” Computers and Writing. East Lansing, MI. 22 June 2019. Conference 
Panel.  
 
Dixon, Elise, Kate Firestone, Bree Gannon, Hillery Glasby, Rachel Robinson, and Trixie Smith. 
“Familial and Community (De/Re)Formations: (Performing) Stories of Familial, Racial, and Sexual 
Dis/re/ orientation.” Conference on College Composition and Communication. Pittsburg, PA. 16 
March 2019. Conference Panel. 
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Brentnell, Lauren, Elise Dixon, Everardo Cuevas, and Wilfredo Flores. "Debatable Queer 
Practices: A Cultural Rhetorics Reflection.” Cultural Rhetorics Conference. Michigan State 
University, East Lansing, MI. 16 Nov 2018. Performance.  
 
Defiant, Violet, Elise Dixon, Kate Firestone, Franny Howes, Katie Manthey, and Rachel 
Robinson. “Rage Against the Ma-Zine.” Cultural Rhetorics Conference. Michigan State University, 
East Lansing, MI. 16 Nov 2018. Making Space.  
 
Brentnell, Lauren, Rebecca Conklin, and Elise Dixon."#UsToo: Incorporating Trauma Informed 
Response in Writing Programs." Watson Conference. University of Louisville, Louisville, KY. 25 
Oct 2018. Conference Panel.  

 
Faris, Michael, Wilfredo Flores, and Elise Dixon. "Inventing and Re-Inventing Pro-Queer and 
Anti-Queer Rhetorics." Rhetoric Society of America. Minneapolis, MN. 31 May 2018. Conference 
Panel.  
 
Dixon, Elise. "'It's Not for You:' Sheila the She-Wolf and Queer Self-Expression in GLOW." 
Popular Culture Association/ American Culture Association Conference. Indianapolis, IN. 28 
March 2018. Conference Presentation.  
 
Smith, Trixie, Bree Gannon, Rachel Robinson, Kate Firestone, Elise Dixon, and Hillery Glasby. 
"(Transforming) Stories of Familial, Racial, and Sexual Dis/re/orientation: The Labor and 
Language of Being Women and Doing Family." Conference on College Composition and 
Communication. Kansas City, MO. 15 March 2018. Conference Panel.  
 
Bassam Issak, Tamara, Melissa Borgia-Askey, Christina Cedillo, Ezekial Choffel, Everardo Cuevas, 
Elise Dixon, Les Hutchinson, Lana Oweidot, Kenlea Pebbles, Iris Ruiz, Jaqüetta Shade, Karrieann 
Soto Vega.  "All Our Relations: Teaching Social Justice Movements." Conference on College 
Composition and Communication. Kansas City, MO. 14 March 2018. Workshop.  
 
Brentnell, Lauren, Elise Dixon, Hannah Espizona, Shewonda Leger, and Kristi Wiley. "Sustaining 
Identity Through Cultural Practice(s) As A Cohort." Conference on College Composition and 
Communication. Oregon Convention Center, Portland, OR. 17 Mar 2017. Conference Panel.  
 
Dixon, Elise. "Tactics of Resistance of Military Wives." Cultural Rhetorics Conference. Michigan 
State University, East Lansing, MI. 29 Sept 2016. Conference Presentation.  
 
Dixon, Elise. "The Moveable/Immobile Military Spouse." Watson Conference. University of 
Louisville, Louisville, KY. 22 Oct 2016. Conference Presentation.  

 
Dixon, Elise and Everardo Cuevas. "Assessing Online Writing Center Platforms: Articulating a 
Methodology." CCCC International Writing Centers Association Collaborative. Hyatt Regency 
Hotel, Houston, TX. 6 Apr 2016. Conference Presentation. 

 
Dixon, Elise. "The Military Wives Club: Insurgent Identity Construction in Facebook Support 
Groups." Popular Culture Association / American Culture Association Conference. Sheraton 
Hotel, Seattle, WA. 25 Mar 2016. Conference Presentation. 
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Dixon, Elise. "Asynchronous and Synchronous and Face-to-Face Tutoring: Clinging to Tradition 
and Looking Ahead in the Writing Center." National Conference for Peer Tutors in Writing. 
Berkeley Preparatory School, Tampa, FL. 29 Oct. 2013. Conference Presentation. 

 

regional 

Dixon, Elise. "Grief is a Queer Thing: The Story of a ChristMiscarriage." Queer Conversations 
Symposium. Scene Metrospace, East Lansing, MI. 6 Apr 2018. Conference Presentation.  
 
Shellgren, Maddie and Elise Dixon. "Queer Laughter." Queer Conversations Symposium. Scene 
Metrospace, East Lansing, MI. 6 Apr 2018. Performance.  
 
Brentnell, Lauren, Tania DeSostoa-McCue, and Elise Dixon. "Bisexual Life Moments as Queer 
Ephemera." Queer Conversations Symposium. Bessey Hall, East Lansing, MI. 7Apr 2017. 
Conference Panel.  

 
Brentnell, Lauren, Elise Dixon, Jerrice Donnelson, Kate Firestone, Rachel Robinson, and Caitlin 
Vandermeulen. "Big Happy Family: Researching Community and Peerness in the Writing Center." 
East Central Writing Centers Association Conference. Southwestern Michigan College, Dowagiac, 
MI. 23-15 Mar 2017. Conference Panel.   

 
Dixon, Elise. "Military Wife Stereotypes and Resistance in Facebook Support Groups: A Research 
Inquiry." WRAC Lightning Talks. Michigan State University, MI. 4 Feb 2016. Conference 
Presentation.  

 
Dixon, Elise. "The (Online) Idea(s) of the Writing Center: Revisiting a Quieted Conversation."  
Southeastern Writing Center Association Conference. Lipscomb University, Nashville, TN.  21 
Feb. 2015. Conference Presentation.  
 
Dixon, Elise. "Queering the Writing Center: Activism, Secrecy, and Liminal Space." University of 
Dayton Interventions in English Studies Graduate Conference. University of Dayton, Dayton, OH. 
8 Mar. 2014. Conference Presentation.  

 

readings and performances 

Dixon, Elise. Voice Narration. Once a Fury. Jacqueline Rhodes, dir. expected release winter 2020. 
 
Dixon, Elise. "That Girl." Ohio University International Women's Day Festival. Ohio University, 
Athens, OH.  22 Mar. 2014. Reading.  
 
Dixon, Elise. "Oh, That Girl." National Undergraduate Literary Conference. Weber State 
University, Ogden, UT. Apr. 2010. Reading.  

 

grants 

2020 Young Creatives, “Greenrock Writers Retreat,” Co-Writer, 2019, Under Review, $1500 
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Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, “Kids Creating Stories”, Co-Writer, 2019, Under 
Review, $12,000 
Lansing Council of Arts, “Connecting Communities, Creating Stories”, Co-Writer, 2017, Funded, 
$5,000 
Help for Children, “Domestic Violence Victim Parent Group”, Co-Writer, 2017, Not Funded, 
$35,000 
Travel Funding, Center for Gender in Global Context, MSU, 2016, Funded, $300  
Professional Equity Project, Conference on College Composition and Communication, 2015, 
Funded, $300  
Burkean Parlor, National Conference of Peer Tutors in Writing, 2013, Funded, $600  
 

teaching 
michigan state university 

WS 304, LGBTQ Studies (May 2019- Jun 2019)  
WRA 891, Feminisms and Embodiment Rhetorics (Jan 2019-May 2019) 
WRA 395, Writing Center Theory and Practice (Aug 2018-Dec 2018) 
WRA 202, Introduction to Professional Writing (Jan 2018-present) 
WRA 101, Writing and Rhetoric I (Aug 2017-Dec 2017) 
Multicultural Apprenticeship Program, Creative Writing (June 2016-July 2016) 
 

university of rio grande 

ENG 11203, Composition II (Jan 2015-Aug 2016)  
ENG 11103, Composition I (Jan 2015-Aug 2016)  
 

ohio university 

WGSS 1000, Introduction to Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies (Aug 2014-Dec 2014) 
ENG 1510, Writing and Rhetoric I (Aug 2012-Dec 2014) 

 

professional development presentations 
invited talks  

Guest Speaker, “Uncomfortably Queer.” LGBTQIA+ Special Interest Group. International 
Writing Centers Association Conference. Columbus, OH. 16 Oct 2019. SIG.  
Guest Speaker, “Guilt-Free Tutoring,” Writing Center Course, College of the Sequoias (2019) 
Guest Speaker, “Building a Writing Practice for Medical Practitioners,” Humanism in Medicine 
Conference, MSU (2019)  
Guest Speaker, “Grant Writing,” MSU Extension, MSU (2018)  
Guest Speaker, "The HUB as a Discourse Community," MSU HUB Professional Development, 
MSU (2017) 
Panelist, "Linking Social Justice to Research, Practice and Outreach," Geography Awareness Week 
Lunchtime Talks, MSU (2017)  
Panelist, “Self-Care in Graduate School,” 1st Year PhD Research Colloquium, MSU (2017)  
Guest Speaker, "Empowering Yourself during Recruiting Duty" USMC Spousal Course, 
Charleston, WV (Nov. 2015) 
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workshops facilitated 

Facilitator, MSU August Teach Week TA Orientation, The Graduate School, MSU (2018) 
Facilitator, International TA Orientation, The Graduate School, MSU (2017) 
Facilitator, MSU August Teach Week TA Orientation, The Graduate School, MSU (2017) 
Co-facilitator, Mentorship in the Academy, WRAP Workshop Series, MSU (2017)  
Co-facilitator, Writing and Publishing, Center for Gender in a Global Context Workshop Series, 
MSU (2017) 
Co-facilitator, Writing Process, Audience, and Paraphrasing, Writing Center Workshop Series, MSU 
(2017) 
Facilitator, "Teaching in a PWI", WRAP Workshop Series, MSU (2016) 
Co-Facilitator, "APA Citation and Plagiarism", Writing Center Workshop Series, MSU (2016) 
Co-Facilitator, "Email Etiquette", Writing Center Workshop Series, MSU (2016) 
Co-Facilitator, "Introduction to the Writing Center", WRAC First-Year Writing Orientation, MSU 
(2016) 
Facilitator, "Peer Review in the Writing Center", Writing Center Orientation, MSU (2016) 
Facilitator, "Mock Tutorials", MSU Writing Center Orientation, MSU (2016) 
Facilitator, "Organizing a Writing Center Session", Writing Center Orientation, MSU (2016) 
Facilitator, "Tutoring Online", Writing Center Orientation, MSU (2016) 
Co-Facilitator, "Resumes and Cover Letters", Lansing Lean-In Event, Two Men and a Truck (2016) 
Facilitator, "Flash Fiction", Grandparents' University, MSU (2016) 
Co-Facilitator, "Making Comics", Grandparents' University, MSU (2016) 
Facilitator, "The Writing Process and Disability", Writing Center Workshop Series, MSU (2016) 
Co-Facilitator, "Navigating the MA", MSU Graduate School Workshop Series, MSU (2016) 
Co-Facilitator, "Communicating Effectively with Visuals", Writing Center Workshop Series, MSU 
(2016) 
Co-Facilitator, "Navigating the PhD", MSU Graduate School Workshop Series, MSU (2015) 
Co-Facilitator, "Organizing a Tutoring Session", Writing Center Orientation, MSU (2015) 
Co-Facilitator, "Lesson Plan Creation and Development", TA Orientation, Ohio University (2014) 
Co-Facilitator, "Professional Issues in Teaching College English", Ohio University (2014) 
Panelist, "Authority in the Classroom", TA Orientation, Ohio University (2014) 
Panelist, "Women and Authority in the Classroom", TA Orientation, Ohio University (2013) 
Panelist, "Utilizing Grading Contracts in the Classroom", TA Orientation, Ohio University (2013) 

 

professional service and committees 
national 

Journal Reviewer, CCC (2019-present)  
Journal Reviewer, Humanities (2018-present)  
Teacher Consultant, Red Cedar Writing Project (2018-present) 
Program Co-Designer, Cultural Rhetorics Conference (2018) 
Queer Caucus Secretary, CCCC (2017-2018) 
Historian, IWCA-GO (2017-2018) 
Member, CCCC Queer Caucus (2015-present)  
Member, International Writing Centers Association (2015-present)  
Member, Cultural Rhetorics Conference Committee (2015-16)  
Member, Popular Culture Association / American Culture Association (2015-16) 
Member, National Council of Teachers of English (2015-16) 
Panel Chair, CCCC (2015) 
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Reviewer, Best of the Independent Rhetoric and Composition Journals (2015) 
Member, Southeastern Writing Centers Association (2015) 

departmental 

Member, Queer Theory Playground, MSU WRAC (2016-present) 
Member, Writing Center Assistant Director Hiring Committee (2018-2019) 
Member, WRAC Advisory Council, MSU WRAC (2018-2019) 
Secretary, Writing Center Student Organization, MSU (2017-2018)  
Member, Queer Conversations Planning Committee, MSU (2017, 2018)  
President, Writing, Rhetoric and Praxis, MSU WRAC (2016-17)  
Chair, Outreach Committee, MSU Writing Center (2016-17) 
Chair, Grant Writing Committee, MSU Writing Center (2016-17) 
Member, Cultural Theory Lab, MSU WRAC (2015-16) 
Member, Outreach Committee, MSU Writing Center (2015-16) 
Member, Grant Writing Committee, MSU Writing Center (2015-16) 
Representative, Michigan State University Inclusion Committee (2015) 
Member, English Department, University of Rio Grande (2015) 
Member, English Department Graduate Committee, Ohio University (2012-2014) 
Leader, Graduate Writer's Conference Committee, Ohio University (2013)  
 

fellowships, funding, awards and honors 

Cultural Heritage Informatics Fellowship, 2017-2018, MSU, $3,000  
Residential College of Arts & Humanities Fellowship, 2019-2020, MSU, $8,000 
CAL Dissertation Completion Fellowship, 2019-2020, MSU, $8,000 
WRAC Summer Funding Fellowship, 2019, MSU, $3,500 
GenCen Summer Teaching Fellowship, 2019, $5,500 
CAL/ Writing Center Research and Travel Fellowship, 2018-2019, MSU, $1,000 
InsideTeaching HUB Fellowship, 2018-2019, MSU, $5,000  
CAL Summer Funding Fellowship, 2018, MSU, $4,500 
WRAC Summer Funding Fellowship, 2018, MSU, $500 
Cultural Heritage Informatics Fellowship, 2017-2018, MSU, $5,000  
InsideTeaching HUB Fellowship, 2017-2018, MSU, $5,000  
Writing Center Summer Funding, 2016-2017, MSU, $7,500 
Writing Center Fellowship, 2015-2020, MSU, $28,000  
Master’s Essay of the Year Winner, Ohio University, (2014) 
Teaching Associate of The Year Nominee, Ohio University (2013, 2014) 
Sigma Tau Delta (2013-2014) 
Senior Writing Center Award Winner (2010) 
Whitworth University President’s Honor Roll (2007, 2009) 
Whitworth University Legacy Scholarship (2006-2010) 
Whitworth Communications Department Scholarship (2006/2007) 
 

outreach and engagement 

Committee Member, Composing Communities, Creating Stories, East Lansing, MI (Spring 2017-
present) 
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Volunteer, Queerceañera Craft Night, East Lansing, MI (Spring 2018) 
Volunteer, Beyond Insights, MSU Writing Center, East Lansing, MI (Fall 2015, Fall 2016) 
Volunteer, Grandparents University, MSU Writing Center, East Lansing, MI (Summer 2016)  
Volunteer, Photo Voice, MSU Writing Center, Lansing, MI (Fall 2015)  
Member, OU Needs Feminism, Ohio University (2014-2015) 
Writing Group Leader, My Sister's Place, Athens, OH (2014) 
Volunteer, International Women's Day Festival, Ohio University (2014) 
Fashion Show Volunteer, International Women's Day Festival, Ohio University (2013) 
 

professional development workshops attended 

Red Cedar Writing Invitational Summer Institute, Michigan State University (2018) 
Writing Winning Grant Proposals, Grant Central, Michigan State University (2017) 

 

references 

Dr. Trixie Long-Smith 
Director of Writing Center, MSU  
517-432-3610 
smit1254@msu.edu 
 
Dr. Dànielle DeVoss 
Director of Graduate Studies, Writing, Rhetoric and American Cultures, MSU 
517-432-2581 
devossda@msu.edu  
 
Dr. Jacqueline Rhodes  
Department Chair, Writing, Rhetoric and American Cultures, MSU 
517-355-2400 
jrhodes@msu.edu 
 
Dr. Malea Powell  
CCCC Editor, Professor of Writing, MSU  
517-214-4961 
powell37@msu.edu 
 
Dr. Dawn Opel  
Associate Professor of Digital Media & User Experience, MSU  
517-432-2566 
opeldawn@msu.edu 
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